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WORLD LANGUAGE
PHILOSOPHY

The Brookfield Public Schools World Languages Department believes all students have the
potential for proficiency in another language and benefit from language instruction. Every
student should begin language study as early as possible, The primary objective of the World
Language Program is to give students the skills necessary to communicate through the
development of linguistic proficiency and cultural sensitivity through an interdisciplinary
approach of the curriculum. The benefits of studying a second language include the abilitv 1o
communicate with a greater number of people, an enhanced understanding of another culture.
improved academic performance, and increased career opportunities. The study of another
language leads to critical thinking skills that enhance one’s ability to analyze, compare, contrast,
synthesize, improvise, and examine cultures through a language and a perspective other than
one’s own. We hope that our students will continue to use their language skills to gain deeper

cultural understanding and appreciation throughout their lives.



WORLD LANGUAGE
PROGRAM GOALS

The World Language program is based upon the 2005 Connecticut World Language Curriculum

Framework, the National Standards for Foreion Language Learning in the 21* Century, and the

ACTFL Performance Guidelines for K-12 Learners. These documents provide the outline for
development of essential concepts and skills in the World Languages Program. The cornerstone
for language learning is based on the premise that the goal for all students is to learn how,

when and why te say what to whom.'
Students will:
¢ Communicate effectively in at least one language other than English
*  Understand what others are communicating in another language
e Present information, concepts and ideas in another language in a way that is understood

*  Understand the cultures who share another language in order to communicate effectively
and function appropriately in another culture

¢  Use the understanding of another language and culture to reinforce and expand
knowledge of other disciplines and vice versa

®  Use the understanding of another language and culture to deepen understanding of that
language and culture and to access and use information that would otherwise be
unavailable

*  Demonstrate an understanding of the similarities, differences, and interactions across
languages and cultures

®  Use knowledge of language and culture to enrich one's life and broaden opportunities
'Standards for Foreign Language Learning: Preparing for the 21 Century. (1995} Yonkers, NY:
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.
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WORLD LANGUAGE
HALLMARKS OF BEST PRACTICE

The target language is used extensively and students are encouraged use the target
language.

Thematic units are organized around situations and scenarios that can be applied to real
life.

The textbook is used as a tool, not a curriculum.

A variety of print and non-print materials including amhentia‘; materials are used.
Technology resources are used to assist in language learning and practice.

The World Language is used to learn subject matter.

Grades are based on performance and production of materials as well as pencil and paper
tesis.

Instruction is based on meaningful use of the language for real communicative purposes
and what the students can do with the language.

Error correction focuses on discrete language points during activities and indirect
correction is used when communication is the focus.

Language instruction is integrated with other disciplines.

Language instruction integrates fanguage and culture. Culture is viewed as an inseparable
entity from language teaching.

The teacher is viewed as facilitator who takes into consideration students’ learning styles
while fostering communicative usage.

Teachers use their role as facilitator to help students become more independent learners
and problem solvers by increasing their repertoire of strategies.

The learner is viewed as a performer, an initiator, and a user of language to acquire
knowledge.

Instruction is delivered in a student-centered curriculum - based on inquiry, problem
solving and application of concepts.

Students are enabled to develop positive attitudes toward cultural diversity.
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WORLD LANGUAGE
ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS

In at least one language other than English:

1. Interpersonal comnnmication - Conversation: Students will engage in conversation
provide and obtain information, express feelings and exchange opinions in a language
other than their own,

2. Duterpretive comnmumication - Listening and Reading: Students will understand and
interpret a language other than their own in its spoken and written form on a variety of
topics.

Presentational communication — Speaking and Writing: Students will present
information, concepts and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of
topics in a language other than their own.

Lo

4. Cultures - Practices: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship
between the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied.

Cultures — Products: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the  relationship
between the products and perspectives of the cultures studied.

5. Interdisciplinary Connections: Students will reinforce and expand their knowledge of
other areas of study through a language other than English.

6. Intradisciplinary Connections: Students will acquire and recognize the distinctive
viewpoints that are available only through a language and its cultures.

7. Comparisons Among Language: Students will demonstrate understanding of the nature of
language through comparisons of the language studied and their own.

8. Comparisons Among Cultures: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the
concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.

9. Communities: Students will use the world language both within and bevond the school
setting for personal enjoyment, enrichment and active participation.
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WORILD LANGUAGE
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

How can 1 express myself and share the same information with others in Spanish?
Howdo I understand what [ hear and what I read?

How are languages structured? How does our ability to communicate depend upon non-
verbal as well as verbal signals and expressions?

How can [ develop my understanding and appreciation of the Hispanic world? Are words
alone sufficient for communication?

How can the study of a world language enhance vour knowledge of other subjects?
What can you read about in your world language that vou would not be exposed to in
your native language?

How can I develop my understanding of the nature of language?

How does studying another culture make an individual understand and appreciate his’her
own?

Where can you use the language other than in the classroom?



WORLD LANGUAGE
CONTENT STANDARDS

In at least one language other than English:

Standard 1: Communication (Interpersonal Mode)
Students will engage in conversation and correspondence, provide and obtain
information, express feelings and exchange opinions.

Standard 2: Communication (Interpretive Mode)
Students will understand and interpret spoken and written language on a variety of topics.

Standard 3: Communication (Presentational Mode)
Students will present information, concepts and ideas to listeners or readers on a variety
of topics.

Standard 4:
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the products, practices and perspectives of
the cultures studied, and will use their cultural knowledge for interpersonal, interpretive
and presentational communication.

Standard 5:
Students will reinforce and expand their knowledge of other areas of study through the world
language and vice versa.

Standard 6:
Students will acquire and use information from a variety of sources only available in the
world language.

Standard 7:
Students will demonstrate literacy and an understanding of the nature of language
through comparisons across languages.

Standard 8:
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the concept of culture through
comparisons across cultures.

Standard 9:
Students will use the world language and their cultural knowledge both within and
beyond the school setting for personal enjoyment, enrichment and active participation,
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