
Welcome!

While you wait, why not 
follow us on Twitter!
@CounselorBobcat



Welcome To 
Senior Night

Jennifer Gioglio (A-D)
Gina Vanak (E-K)

Debbie Burch (L-Q)
Kaitlyn McCabe (R-Z)

Shannon Lungariello, College and Career Counselor
Kaitlyn Johnston - Intern



❖ Gap Year
❖ Military
❖ Career
❖ Further Education/Training
❖ Apprenticeships
❖ Career or Trade School
❖ 2-Year/Community College
❖ 4-Year College/University

Postsecondary Options



Military Options



❖ Senior Class Visits -  college application process will be discussed 
with students in flex

❖ Senior Workshops - sign up in the Counseling Office for time with 
the school counselors to work on your college application 
materials

❖ Financial Aid Night - Wednesday, September 26, 2016 at BHS at 
7pm in the auditorium

❖ College Fair, Danbury Mall - October 17, 2015  from 5 to 8:30pm

❖ Complete college search process and finalize a list on Naviance
❖ Update all contact information, especially email addresses for student 

and parents - for both PowerSchool and Naviance

Where to Begin?



SAT/ACT Testing
❖ How many times should I take the SAT?

❖ Register for SATs at www.collegeboard.org
❖ Send scores directly to colleges.   Colleges/universities require that scores are 

submitted directly from the College Board.

❖ Do I need to take SAT Subject Tests?
❖ Achievement tests
❖ Know how many you need to take – check school’s website

❖ Should I take the ACT instead of SAT?
❖ Register for ACTs at www.act.org
❖ English, Mathematics, Reading, Science, Optional Writing - take it with writing
❖ ACT with writing can be accepted instead of  SAT subject tests at many schools.

TIP:   Visit the CollegeBoard website for lots of information about 
which tests to take, when to take them, and lots of other info!



Family Connection/Naviance



❖ Enter the schools you are 
considering in “Colleges I’m 
thinking about” section

This is a good way to get more information 
about schools you are not sure of.   Naviance 
will ‘invite’ you to meet with the rep when they 
visit BHS

Enter Colleges on Naviance
❖ Enter the schools you will apply to in 

“Colleges I’m applying to”  section
Pay attention to application deadline dates 

and required paperwork

This is a good way to monitor the application 
type and deadlines for each school!



Key Terms 
❖ Early Decision (Only 1 School): These offers are binding.
❖ If you are accepted to this school, you are pledging to attend, 

without regard to financial assistance! 

❖ Early Action (multiple schools)
❖ This is not binding, but allows students to receive notification 

sooner.

❖ Regular Admission
❖ Decision in the spring or earlier.

❖ Rolling Admission  - apply early
❖ Applications are reviewed as they are received.  An admissions 

decision is made once the committee has reviewed all of the 
materials.



Question:  
What is the Common App and when should I use it?
Answer:  
■ Standardized online application (www.commonapp.org) 
■ Used by over 600 schools  

The Common Application



Common Application



Steps to Complete the FERPA
If using the Common Application, complete all steps in colleges I’m 
applying to:
● Create a Common App account at commonapp.org.
● Sign the CA FERPA Waiver & Authorization.
● Complete the “Common App Account Match,” which permits BHS to 

prepare and release your information.



Now Match Your FERPA
*You must first complete the “Education” section in the Common App tab



Finish your Common App



Finish Each School Section in 
the Common App



Application Checklist
❖ Complete application and fee payment online

❖ Essay: upload to online application

❖ Resume (highly recommended) :  upload to online application or email to 
admissions

❖ Send any other supporting documents you want to include (ex: art 
portfolio)

❖ Send your SAT scores via Collegeboard.org AND/OR ACT scores via 
ACT.org

❖ Request transcripts on Naviance

❖ Request a teacher letter and counselor letter if needed



❖ Always answer the question asked:  don’t try to make one 
essay answer every question

❖ Write about a topic that you are passionate about – put 
your personality into it!

❖ Get feedback…Ask your counselor 
     or English teacher to review your 
     essay for content.  You are 
     responsible for spelling 
     and grammar!

The Application Essay



❖ Makes your 
application 
package 3-D

❖ Review and update 
your resume on 
Naviance 

❖ Your teacher or 
counselor may 
request your 
resume if they are 
writing you a 
recommendation 
letter

   

Resume



Requesting Transcripts
ALLOW AT LEAST 10 SCHOOL DAYS

2
1

3



Teacher  Letters:

❖ Be aware of the number of letters a 
college requires and allows.

❖ Talk with your teachers, and 
submit any materials they require.

❖ Provide them with at least ten 
school days before the deadline.

❖ Request that teacher on Naviance, 
and select the appropriate schools.

❖ Follow up with a written note of 
thanks.

  

Letters of Recommendation



Letters of Recommendation

Counselor  Letters:

❖ Determine which schools 
require counselor letters.

❖ Parents - Complete the 
Parent Input form on 
Naviance.

❖ Students - Complete the 
Student Questionnaire on 
Naviance.

❖ E-mail your counselor to 
request a letter.

  



Important Deadlines

College Deadlines: 
November 1 

November 15
December 1 

December 15 
January 1 

Application Documents In By:
October 19

November 2
November 13
December 1

December 10

❖ Give the counselor at least 10 school days for processing 
before a deadline. 

❖ Please pay attention to those that fall around holidays.  
❖ Counselors cannot accommodate last minute 

applications!



UCONN ECE Credits
ece.uconn.edu

Complete online enrollment form by September 15



Senior Courses Eligible 
for UConn Credit

❖ AP Biology

❖ AP English Literature

❖ Elementary Discrete Math

❖ AP Statistics

❖ Music Appreciation II



Financial Aid
Financial Aid Night at BHS - 

Monday, September 26, 2016 at 7pm

❖ CSS/Financial Aid Profile: 
❖ www.collegeboard.org
❖ Not all schools require this
❖ Must apply online

❖ FAFSA: Free Application For Federal Student 
Aid
❖ Everyone should fill this out.  It is the federal form.
❖ Complete ASAP after it opens in October
❖ www.fafsa.ed.gov  - must apply online
❖ NOT www.fafsa.com - This site is a scam.  Be very careful.

❖ Other useful sites
❖ www.fastweb.com
❖ www.finaid.org

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.finaid.org/


Scholarships

❖ Local scholarships are posted on Naviance and generally 
become available after January 1

❖ National  scholarships – see links posted on BHS School 
Counseling website

❖ Research scholarship opportunities
❖ Business
❖ Community organizations
❖ Special Interest

❖ Scholarships offered by colleges

❖ Be aware of scholarships scams



National College Athletic 
Association

❖ Who needs to register?
➢ Students who plan to play 

Division I or II athletics at 
college

❖ How do I register?
www.eligibilitycenter.org

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


Tap into “College Resources” 
in the Colleges tab on Naviance



Senior Workshops

Need help pulling it all together?  

Seniors can sign up for a small-group help session 
to get you started or finish off your work!

   
Sign up with Mrs. Sanchez for one of the dates:

Monday, September 26 - last block
Tuesday, September 27 - 1st and last blocks



The School Counseling 
Website 



Ending Thoughts...

Focus on doing well in your classes and 
finishing your high school career on a strong 

and positive note!



Any questions?


