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At the request of the Brookfield Board of Education, the district
undertook a review of the World Language Program. Hiring
Consultant, Rita Oleksak of the Glastonbury Public Schools, to work
with our World Language staff, together, they have produced a
comprehensive review of our current program and made some
recommendations to improve our program and to better prepare our

students for work in our 21st century global community.

This report includes commendations and recommendations in the
following areas: curriculum, instruction, assessment, facilities,
leadership and advocacy. The entire report was shared at the
December 5, 2012 BOE meeting and will be available on the district’s

website.

Major Recommendations of the Report:

o Expansion of elementary Spanish program to begin in
Kindergarten

e Introduction of Mandarin beginning in grade 7

o Establishment of multimedia language labs

e Revision of curriculum units to align to Common Core State
Standards and the Standards for Foreign Language Learning

Program Goal:

To graduate students who are proficient in at least one
language in addition to English.
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Why Mandarin?
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One quarter of the world’s population speaks Chinese. It is recognized
as one of the critical languages that is in high demand.

An official language of the United Nations, Chinese is the most widely
spoken first language in the world, extending beyond the People’s
Republic of China and Taiwan to Indonesia , Thailand, Malaysia,
Singapore, Brunei, to the Philippines, and to Mongolia.

In the United States the Asian and Pacific Islander population is
projected to grow 213 percent, from 10.7 million to 33.4 million, in the
next 50 years, a substantial demographic shift. Their share of the
nation’s population will double, from 3.8 percent to 8 percent.

The rise of China presents new economic, political and social realities
that demand greater U.S. engagement at every level. As the foundation
of that engagement, we need to raise the number of Americans who
can demonstrate a functional proficiency in Chinese.
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